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The Broads National Park

The Southern Rivers are
reached from the Northern
Rivers via Breydon Water.

North Sea access via Gt Yar-
mouth and via Lowestoft also
connects through Breydon Wa-
ter.

This was an estuary in Roman
times and at Burgh Castle is
the remains of a Roman Fore-
shore Fort.

The Southern Rivers folk Keels and the Wherries did put to sea
The Southern “zone” of the Broads iSto collect cargo from coastal vessels. In ad-

e Up of e Rivers are, Wensum, Che(1 0 (0, 0¢ <019 Sl smil waneir
and Waveney. The largest broad on this net- Y, g

work is Oulton Broad. These rivers were most recently the 62 metre tankBfack-

: ... heath Commercial motor vessels were once
once the commercial hub of the Broads with

the movement of cargoes from both Great
Yarmouth and Lowestoft to Norwich. Origi-
nally, these cargoes were moved by Norfolk
Keels, that gave way to Norfolk Wherries,
which in turn gave way to road and rail
transport. Although designed primarily to
operate on inland waterways, both the Nor-

The Port of Lowestoft is a natural entry
point to the Broads from the North Sea

able to sail inland to Norwich to discharge
Breydon Water is tidal, as is the Broads cargoes. That traffic declined and finally
network of rivers and lakes. Breydon’s ended in the 1970s. Despite the demise of
deeper channels are marked with stakes. these commercial activities, the ports of

Great Yarmouth and Lowestoft still provide

the two points of entry to the Broads from
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the North Sea. fore then the only air draft restriction be-
Great Yarmouth offers a long narrowtween Lowestoft and Norwich was imposed
harbour, no more than quays along the riveby lifting and swing bridges. Some of the
banks. It was home to a ro-ro ferry servicerail bridges have failed to operate and the
across the North Sea to Holland and Scandiswing bridge at Norwich was actually
navia, but that has moved to Felixstowe.welded closed until pressure from sailors
The port was the main base for support offorced the rail company to observe the obli-
British gas and oil fields in the North Sea, gations to navigation and restore the full
but this traffic has declined as services relofunctioning of the bridge. The fixed bridge
cated to Aberdeen. There is a current hopat Haddiscoe New Cut, and silting of the cut
to make Great Yarmouth the main supporthas imposed further navigation restrictions.
base for off-shore wind farms and plans to
build a new outer harbour to allow for an
expansion of commercial traffic.

Although Great Yarmouth provides a\/jsijt Broadly Boats at:
http://www.broadlyboats.com

For more information on The
Broads National Park.
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Oulton Broad hosts hydroplane racing eadh
week through the Summer. One of the few

locations were speed is unlimited. Ordnance Survey
Maps

gateway to the Broads, many sailors much Recommended for

prefer to use Lowestoft which has a growt the River Yare and

ing number of yacht marinas with an innef surrounding area:

and an Outer Harbour.

Lowestoft was once the centre of th
fishing industry on the East Coast, an
home to the Brooke Marine shipyards. Thi Sheet OL 40
is a comfortable port that welcomes th
yachtsman and provides access to the
Broads via Mutford Lock. Major redevelop-
ment of Lowestoft may result in a change t
the character of the port and see increasgc
commercial use.

During the last four decades of th
Twentieth Century, The Southern River
have suffered from a lack of consideratio
in road building and bridging schemes. Be-

Explorer Map Series;
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