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The River Yare 

         The River Yare’s first landmark, for 
those joining from Breydon Water, is the 
remote Berney Arms pub which provides a 
good staging point for boats, either heading 
to, or returning from, Great Yarmouth. The 
river between Berney Arms and Reedham 
runs through open marshland and there are 
no moorings along the mainly reed-lined 
banks. Before you reach Reedham itself you 
will have to pass through the Reedham 

Swing Bridge. Normally, this bridge will 
open fairly quickly, providing the bridge-
man is not waiting for a train. If the bridge 
is going to be closed for some time the river 
can become quite congested with boats jos-
tling for position in the relatively strong 
tidal waters close to the bridge. Therefore, it 
is always better to pick a holding position 
slightly further down the river, away from 
the other boats. During hot weather it is best 
to clear Reedham either at the beginning, or 
the end, of the day because the expansion of 
the metal structure sometimes prevents the 
bridge being opened in the afternoon. There 
are plenty of moorings along Reedham’s 

quay and the village has a Post Office, local 
shops and the Lord Nelson pub. If you are 
looking for a good place to eat, the nearby 
pub at Reedham Ferry is worth a visit with 
its combination of good food and overnight 
moorings. The chain ferry at Reedham is the 
last of its kind on the Broads and you 
should aim to pass over the chains at the 
mid point between the ferry and the bank.  
         From Reedham, the next point of in-
terest along the river is the entrance to the 
3.5 mile long River Chet. This narrow twist-
ing river is one of the most frustrating 
stretches of water on the Broads, seeming to 
go on forever. The Chet is best tackled un-
der power as there is little room to manoeu-
vre if you meet a large motor cruiser com-
ing the other way. The ordeal of navigating 
up the River Chet is more than compensated 
by the small market town of Loddon, with 
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The River Yare is reached from the Port of 
Gt Yarmouth, via Breydon Water. 

Reedham Swing Bridge continues to carry 
rail traffic across the River Yare. 
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its collection of shops, and diminishing 
number of boatyards. There are free 24 hour 
moorings at Chedgrave and along the Town 
Quay where boats are required to moor 
stern-to. 
         The River Yare between Reedham 
and Buckenham Ferry offers the most satis-
fying sailing grounds for the true yachts-
men, with long wide stretches that seem to 
go on for ever. The only downside is the 
sugar beet factory at Cantley, which is an 
eyesore and smells most unpleasant during 
the sugar beet season at the end of the year. 
The secluded Langley Staithe offers good 
sheltered moorings off the main River Yare. 
However there are no longer facilities there, 
so the pubs at Cantley, or Buckenham 
Ferry, may prove to be a better option. 
Along some stretches of the river, between 
Cantley and Brundall, you will encounter 
water skiers at certain times. These water 
skiers were once a menace to other users but 
they have dramatically improved their be-

haviour and are considerate to other boats, 
giving them a wide berth as they go past. 
However, anglers pose a much bigger prob-
lem to yachtsmen along this part of the 
river, with their long rods reducing these 
wide stretches to a small navigable channel. 
Anglers also use moorings as a staging but 
they normally move without any problems 
if you want to moor up. 
         Above Buckenham Ferry you will dis-

cover Rockland Broad. Despite its large ex-
panse of open water, the Broad is quite shal-
low and you should keep to the clearly 
marked channel at all times. However, if 
you have a small rowing boat, or a shallow 
draft dinghy, you can take advantage of this 
great stretch of water and even go hunting 
for wherry wrecks along the southern edge 
of the Broad. At the top of the Broad there 
is a short dyke that leads to the village pub 
and public staithe. This short passage 
should be approached with care by yachts, 
because the overhanging tree branches leave 
little room for manoeuvre when meeting 
boats coming the other way. 
         The last major centre of population 
before Norwich is the riverside village of 
Brundall. Despite the rather Heath Robinson 
appearance of Brundall’s river front, the 
growing village is home to a number of 
boatyards, marine equipment suppliers, and 
a marina. Although the village has a number 
of shops and other useful facilities, there are 
no public moorings, so those wanting to 
stop at this point could try the Coldham Hall 
pub on the opposite river bank, or the 
nearby Surlingham Broad which is an ideal 
place to drop the mud weight and stop for 
lunch. On the outskirts of Norwich the 
River Yare joins the River Wensum, which 
flows into the heart of the city. Moorings 
are available at the Norwich Yacht Station, 
but those wanting a quiet night should avoid 
the weekend because the revellers leaving 
the various clubs in the early hours can be 
very noisy. This historic city is currently ex-
periencing a period of sustained regenera-
tion with a number of major building pro-
jects, either underway, or recently com-
pleted, so it is well worth a visit with its nu-
merous shops and cultural attractions. The 
city centre is approximately 10 - 15 minutes 
walk from the Yacht Station. 
 
 

Pulls Ferry was the Bishops landing. Behind 
it stands the magnificent Norwich Cathedral 
and the heart of Medieval Norwich. Close by 
is the Norwich Yacht Station. 
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