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The River Waveney 
         On joining the River Waveney from 
Breydon Water, the first visible land mark is 
the ruined Roman fort of Burgh Castle 
which is worth a visit if you can moor at the 
nearby public moorings. The river between 
Burgh Castle and the small village of St 
Olaves runs through open marshland. Like 
the lower stretches of the River Yare the in-

sides of bends should be approached with 
caution on a falling tide, because many of 
them are fairly shallow as a result of silting. 
There are boatyards along the river bank ei-
ther side of the fixed metal road bridge but 
those needing to drop their mast should use 
the public moorings on the northern bank. A 
stop here has the added benefit of providing 
an opportunity to buy provisions at one of 
the two local shops. There are also moor-
ings on the other side of the bridge at the 
Bell Inn, but boats are required to moor 
stern-to. 
         Having cleared St Olaves you could 
either continue to head south, or you could 
sail down the New Cut, to join up with the 
River Yare at Reedham. The New Cut was 
created in the early 19th Century to provide 
a direct waterborne link between Lowestoft 
and Norwich for the movement of cargoes. 

Today the cut is becoming increasingly 
shallow, and those sailing from the east, 
who need to drop their masts while along-
side should do so at Somerleyton because 
the depth of water at the moorings by Had-
discoe bridge is now only about 3ft. 
         The River Waveney between St 
Olaves and Oulton Dyke runs through more 
open marshland with reed-lined banks. 
About the only interruption to this remote 
landscape is the small village of Somerley-
ton, indicated principally by the swing rail-
way bridge and the small marina on the St 
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The Roman Foreshore Fort  was once at the 
mouth of an estuary but coastal changes 
have moved the North Sea away from its 
walls. 

Oulton Broad is used by sailing boats and 
motorboats, but it is also home to high 
speed hydroplane competitions. 
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Olaves side of the bridge. The bridgemen 
usually open this bridge fairly quickly 
unless they are waiting for a train. If the 
bridge is closed, it is always best to pick a 
holding position away from the bridge and 
only begin your approach when the bridge 
is open, as this leaves room for those boats 
that can pass underneath the bridge. Water 
Skiers also use parts of the river between 
Somerleyton and Oulton Dyke at certain 
times.  
         If you like remote riverside moorings 
there are a few along Oulton Dyke, before it 
opens out into the main Broad itself. Oulton 
Broad is unique within the Broadland net-
work because it enables members of the 
public to witness the spectacle of yacht rac-
ing or powerboat racing from Nicholas 
Everitt Park, which runs along the southern 
bank of the Broad. The Broad itself is the 
main attraction for visitors, and the best way 
to enjoy being on the Broad is to rent a 
mooring buoy from the Harbour Master. Al-
ternatively, you could moor up at the Yacht 
Station, which has a choice of alongside, or 
stern-to moorings. For those with limited 
washing facilities on their boat, the Yacht 
Station has baths and showers, as well as 
washing machines and tumble driers. The 
village’s facilities include a small supermar-
ket, two train stations, a nearby petrol sta-
tion and a good public slip capable of taking 
most trailer launched boats. Chandlery is 
available from the well stocked shop 
Jeckells, which also offers rigging, uphol-
stery and cover making services. 
         The river between Oulton Dyke and 
the market town of Beccles is the most 
beautiful part of the Waveney. The closer 
you get to Beccles the reed-lined banks give 
way to grassy meadows and more densely 
wooded areas. You can moor up on the Oul-
ton side of the fixed road bridge at Beccles, 
but it is about 10 to 15 minutes walk into 
the town. The absence of any lighting at 
night means that dropping the mast and 
mooring up at the Yacht Station is recom-
mended. This attractive town is certainly 
worth a visit with its good selection of 
shops and pubs. The more adventurous can 

continue their voyage beyond Beccles to 
Geldeston Lock, which marks the limit of 
navigation on the River Waveney. 


