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The River Thurne 
         As you emerge from Upton Dyke, to 
rejoin the Bure, the two mills that mark 
Thurne Mouth are soon visible. The point at 
which the River Thurne flows into the Bure 
can often feel like a motorway junction at 
the height of the summer season, with boats 
converging on this stretch of water from ei-
ther Potter Heigham, Horning, or Great Yar-

mouth. Great caution should be exercised as 
you pick your way through the various hire 
craft, many of which are being driven by 
people who have never handled a boat be-
fore and know very little about what they 
are doing, or about the rules of the ‘road’. 
Whilst it might be very satisfying to simply 
shout at these boats if they get in the way 
you can avoid most problems by giving 
clear hand signals indicating which side you 
want them to pass you on if you are tacking 
up a river and when you want them to pass. 
Don’t forget they are also on holiday trying 
to have fun, so a bit of positive guidance 
can avoid stressful situations! 
         For those sailing up from Acle bridge, 
their good sailing is likely to continue for 
most of the way up to the outskirts of Potter 
Heigham. The only disruption to the open 
marshland is caused by the trees near 
Thurne Dyke and by the entrance to 
Womack Water. Thurne Dyke has plenty of 
moorings and there are public toilets, tele-
phone, post box, a small shop, and a pub 
close to the staithe. Alternatively, you could 
keep going and pay a visit to Hunter’s Yard. 
For those who want to visit the pretty vil-
lage of Ludham there are public moorings at 
Womack Staithe. The village itself is only a 
short walk away and boasts a pub, village 

store, and a post office. On rejoining the 
Thurne you will find the reed-lined banks 
soon give way to the various riverside bun-
galows of Potter Heigham. The large yacht 
marina built by Herbert Woods close to the 
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The historic Hunter’s Yard, home to the 
Hunter’s Fleet, operated by the Norfolk Heri-
tage Fleet Trust. 

The Potter Heigham bridge has become no-
torious but pilots are available and should 
be used. 
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bridge was probably the first marina of its 
type to be built when it was completed in 
1931. The 2 acre basin was literally dug out 
by hand to provide 1800ft of quay heading 
for his hire fleet of motor cruisers and 
yachts. On the opposite side of the river lies 
the pilot station operated by Robin and Pat-
rick Richardson. Most hire boats must be 
taken through the bridge by a pilot and 
those unfamiliar with the notorious medie-
val bridge would be well advised to use 
their services. There are good public moor-
ings either side of the two road bridges at 
Potter Heigham (Medieval bridge 6.75ft air 
draft & 7.75ft air draft for the “new” bypass 
bridge). The village has a post office, 
Lathams general store, a small games ar-
cade, and perhaps the best fish and chip 
shop on the Broads.  
         Soon after leaving Potter Heigham on 
the opposite bank to Candle Dyke lies the 
river frontage of Martham Boatbuilding & 
Development Co. The yard was founded in 
1946 by Jimmy Brown and subsequently 
went on to become the third largest boat-
yard on the Broads. There is another of the 
Broads Authority fishing zones upriver of 
Martham Ferry that yachtsmen are asked to 
avoid before 0900 on a Sunday morning. 
This relatively narrow reed-lined piece of 
river eventually opens up to reveal Martham 
Broad, although you must keep to the main 
channel. The river terminates at West 
Somerton’s public staithe that has some 
good public moorings. Perhaps the most 
striking aspect of West Somerton is that the 
water is so clear, you can actually see the 
river bed! 
         Instead of heading towards West 
Somerton at Martham, you could sail up the 
entrance to Candle Dyke, which leads to 
Hickling Broad and Horsey Mere. The 
channel through Heigham Sound is clearly 
marked and you should keep to it at all 
times, because it is quite shallow outside the 
channel. Despite the expanse of open water 
the same applies as you sail on Hickling 
Broad. At the top of Hickling Broad there 
are moorings by the Pleasure Boat pub. Al-
ternatively, at the top of Heigham Sound, 

you could sail up the relatively narrow 
Meadow Dyke to Horsey Mere, which of-
fers better sailing for yachts than Hickling 
Broad. The only moorings at Horsey Mere 
are at the end of the staithe where a mooring 
fee is charged. For those who want to spend 
time on the beach, the staithe at Horsey 
Mere is just over a mile away from the 
beach. 
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