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The Broads National Park

The River Bure

The Northern “zone” is not accessible
to yachts with fixed masts, because the en-
trance to the River Bure, from the North Sea
port of Great Yarmouth, is spanned by the

Vauxhall Bridge and the A47 Road Bridge.
The lower of the two bridges can only be

used by boats with an air draft of less than

6ft 9in at average high water. However,

The historic Hunter’s Fleet sailing cruisers
are a frequent sight in the Thurne Mouth
area.

Restored classic Broads motor cruisers ope
ate on the Northern Rivers, together with th
larger barge style diesel powered hire craft.
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both bridges do have a gauge that indicates
the available air draft so, if you time your
passage to coincide with low water, you
could gain an extra few feet clearance at the
expense of depth. As you approach or leave
Great Yarmouth do not forget that the rivers
are tidal. This might be stating the obvious

But many first time visitors to the Broads do

Shot appreciate this fact and it comes as an

unpleasant surprise. As a rule, the closer
you get to Great Yarmouth, the stronger the
tides. Like the other rivers of the Broads,

the River Bure is covered by a set of speed
limits, ranging from 6mph down to 3mph,

that are clearly marked by signs along the
river bank and apply to all powered cratft.

These limits are rigorously enforced, and
breaking them could result in a significant

fine.

Before you reach Great Yarmouth
Yacht Station, it is a good idea to carefully
consider your plans because they are the
only safe moorings between the entrance to
the Bure and The Stracey Arms, which is
approximately 8 miles, and at least 1.5
hours away under power. When navigating
the lower reaches of the Bure it is important
not to get too close to the insides of bends,
especially on a falling tide, because many of
them have become increasingly shallow as a
result of silting up. Some of the worst bends
have painted stakes clearly marking the ex-
tent of projecting mud banks. The river be-
tween Great Yarmouth and Stracey Arms
runs through open marshland and can feel
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very empty at times, particularly in the win- Mouth. For those who want a closer look,

ter months when there are very few boatghere are good public moorings upriver of

out on the water. As you leave the hustlethe Abbey. It was founded, by King Canute,

and bustle of Great Yarmouth behind you,as a Benedictine Order, in 1020, on the site

the only landmarks on the horizon are a seeof the original monastery, which was de-

ries of derelict wind pumps in varying de- stroyed by the Vikings in 870. The Abbey

grees of neglect. was progressively dismantled following the
Just when you feel as though you havelissolution of the Monasteries during the

escaped civilisation, the distinctive profile Reign of Henry VIII, with the Abbey’s

of Stracey Mill looms into sight. The pre- stones being used in the construction of

served mill, managed by the Norfolk Wind- many local buildings. Almost opposite St

mill Trust, is open to visitors during the Benet's Abbey lies the entrance to Fleet

summer season. Next to the mill there aredDyke and South Walsham'’s inner and outer

good moorings and a pub. Alternatively, if Broads. Although you can sail on the inner

you keep going, there is the small countryBroad it is private, with mooring, landing

pub at Stokesby which was once one of theind fishing being forbidden.

five places around the Broads to operate a

chain ferry. By Acle bridge there is a good

pub and a small shop selling provisions. For

those needing to drop their mast there are

good moorings either side of the bridge. The

reed-lined river, between Acle bridge and

Thurne Mouth, offers some of the best river

sailing to be found within the Northern

“zone” with reasonably long wide open

stretches of river. This area is also a popular

place with anglers and you will see a num-

ber of small stagings that are for fisherm«the remains of St Benet's Abbey built in 1020
only and not to be used for mooring. In ¢y, the sjte of the original monastry.
attempt to reduce the tensions betwe

yachtsmen and anglers a fishing zone was
created along this part of the river that This is the point to consider leaving
yachtsmen are asked to avoid using befor¢he River Bure again, this time to cruise the
0900 on a Sunday morning. Upton Dyke isRiver Ant.
perhaps the best place to stop along this part For those returning to the Bure from
of the Bure. At the end of the narrow dykethe Ant, the next point of interest is the en-
there are good moorings and a free slipwayrance to Ranworth and Malthouse Broads,
for dinghies. The village of Upton is about aknown as Ranworth Dam. The name is ap-
mile away and has a post office, shop andropriate because it leads boats into
the White Horse pub. Malthouse Broad and straight past the
Before continuing along the River sealed off Ranworth Broad. Public moor-
Bure, the River Thurne offers the opportu-ings are available at the staithe that has a
nity to cruise to Potter Heigham and thenumber of public facilities, including a
broads beyond. Broads Authority information centre, a chil-
Having sailed back down the Thurne,dren’s playground, a public telephone, and
why not rejoin the Bure, heading upstreamtoilets, as well as the Malsters pub. For the
towards Horning and Wroxham. The re-more adventurous, Ranworth Church’s
mains of St Benet's Abbey has become ondower provides one of the best views of the
of the best known Broadland landmarks andBroads. As you rejoin the Bure from Ran-
lies a few bends up river from Thurne worth, the trees become more numerous as
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you approach the picturesque village ofWroxham that are open to the public. The
Horning with its large number of thatched first of these is Salhouse Broad with its
cottages and boathouses. There are a nungrassy slopes and sandy hills, making a
ber of good moorings, including those bychange from the usual Broadland scenery.
Horning Ferry Inn, Horning Ferry Marina The second is the much larger Wroxham
and the parish staithe. Perhaps the most urBroad - home of the Norfolk Broads Yacht
usual boat to be found cruising from Horn- Club. Although visiting boats can sail on the
ing is the Mississippi style paddle steamerBroad, you should keep clear of the racing
Southern Comforthat is used throughout course at weekends when it is in use by the
the summer to give short river trips to members. For those wanting to watch the
countless holiday makers. The village’s fa-racing, you should use a mud weight to
cilities include shops, public telephones andmoor along the edge of the Broad out of the
toilets, as well as a slipway capable of tak-way. Do not use any of the mooring buoys,
ing anything up to and including a Norfolk because these are private.
Wherry. The tree-lined river from Wroxham
As you clear Horning you quickly Broad soon gives way to a series of water-
come across the entrance to Black Horseside properties as you sail into the village of
Broad. This tranquil piece of water came toWroxham itself. Moorings are difficult to
symbolise the dispute between local land-find within Wroxham, although there are 24
owners and the public over rights of accessour moorings on the western side of Wrox-
to private Broads. During the 19th Centuryham Road Bridge (air draft 7.75ft), close to
a number of Norfolk Landowners sealed offthe Broads Authority Information Centre.
their Broads from the main river network Temporary moorings are available close to
under the auspices of the Enclosures Actshe eastern side of the bridge, for those
and Awards. Since time immemorial all needing to drop their masts to pass under
Broadland waters had been considered athe bridge.
part of the King’s River and thus were free Wroxham is home to a number of
and common to all men. boatyards, many of which operate hire fleets
Disgusted by the direct challenge toof motor cruisers. There are also a variety of
these ancient rights Norfolk boatbuilder andshops, including Roys of Wroxham which
designer Herbert Woods led the public cam+was once described as the world’s largest
paign to confront this behaviour, resulting village shop.
in the “invasion” of Black Horse Broad in Having passed under the Wroxham
March 1949. Herbert Woods, together with Railway bridge (air draft 15ft), you can sail
30 local men, used a former landing craft toup the remaining navigable part of the Bure
dismantle the barrier of tree trunks andto Coltishall, with difficulty. The attractive
chains at the entrance to the Broad. As a revillage has good public moorings along the
sult of this act of direct action, an agreemenicommon, its facilities comprising pubs,
was reached whereby the owner of theshops (including a few antique shops), a ga-
Broad agreed to open the water to the publicage and post office. The end of navigation
each year between Easter and mid Septems slightly upstream of the common at Colt-
ber. Sadly, this campaign did not lead to thashall Lock.
re-opening of other closed Broads, such as
Hoveton Great Broad.
The Bure between Horning and Wrox-
ham becomes increasingly sheltered by the
trees either side of the river, thus making it
somewhat frustrating at times to sail up
these beautiful stretches. There are two
Broads between Black Horse Broad and
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