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The River Ant 
         Returning briefly to the Bure, the next 
point of interest is the entrance to the River 
Ant. The first landmark is the fixed bridge 
at Ludham (8.5ft air draft). There are good 
moorings either side of the bridge to raise/
lower your mast, as well as a small shop. It 
is quite a long walk to Ludham itself, so 

those interested in visiting the village 
should sail to Womack Water off the River 
Thurne. The River Ant, between Ludham 
and Barton Broad, is a pretty stretch of wa-
ter running mostly through open marshland 
with reed-lined river banks.  

         Barton Broad could be described as 
the jewel in the crown of the Northern 
“zone”, following its extensive restoration 
by the Broads Authority. By the early 
1990s, the Broad had silted up, while the 
water quality had deteriorated considerably. 
In 1996, the Broads Authority embarked on 
a five year programme of suction dredging. 
As well as improving the water quality, the 
most obvious benefit of this work to the 
yachtsman is the greater depth of water, 
both inside and outside the marked channel. 
At the top of Barton Broad you can either 
follow the Ant up to the fixed bridge at 
Wayford (7ft air draft), or sail on to Sutton 
Broad and the 24 hour free moorings at Sut-
ton Staithe. Alternatively, you could head 
north from Sutton Broad and sail up Stal-
ham Dyke into the village of Stalham which 
is home to various boatyards and the Mu-
seum of the Broads.  
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The River Ant  has reed-lined river banks ap-
preciated by herons and sailors alike. 

Improvements to Barton Broad make it an 
attractive water that can be safely navi-
gated. 

���������	
��
������
�

�����
�
�����
����������
�

������	
��
������
�

��������������������

Ordnance Survey 
Maps 
 
Recommended for  
the River Ant and  
surrounding area: 
 
Explorer Map Series; 
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A Norfolk Wherry sailing majestically on 
Barton Broad. One of a handful of survi-
vors, now preserved by operation. 


